VILLAGE OF MARTIN’S ADDITIONS

Meeting of February 15, 2006

									Final 3-2-06
    
8:00 p.m.
La Ferme Restaurant
7101 Brookville Road
Chevy Chase, MD


·	ATTENDEES: Council Chair, Ed Rastatter; Noell Sottile, Vice-Chair, Tim Price, Treasurer; Diane Everts and Todd Mann. Staff: Allison Schwartz, Village Manager and Bonnie Baugh, Assistant Village Manager.  Others: Cpl. Eric Tiedemann, Chevy Chase Village Police, Residents: Janine Trudeau, Cris Fleming, Todd Ewing, Jerry Hergenreder, Millie Shott, Mila Chernick, Susan Fattig, Deborah Metzger, Roberta Liebman, Lynn King, Bob Freeman, Molly Freeman and Jeanne Livingston.

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL:

At its meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2006, the Village Council

APPROVED the January 2006 minutes.

 APPROVED the January 2006 Treasurer’s report.


I.	 Chevy Chase Village (CCV) Police Report

Cpl. Eric Tiedemann reported that in the month of January:

In the Village of Martin’s Additions, Cpl. Tiedemann, reported that in the month of January, CCV police responded to seven incidents.

·	Two homes were burglarized on Oxford Street.  The first house had property stolen; at the second house, nothing was taken.
·	The third incident was a vehicle broken into on Bradley Lane with property taken from the vehicle.
·	The fourth incident was a vehicle broken into on Shepherd Street with damage to the vehicle.
·	A resident reported the fifth incident on Cummings Lane.  The resident saw a suspicious man looking through the front window.  When questioned by citizen, the man said he had worked for the owner and several other people on Cummings Lane.  The man was an African American, between forty and fifty years of age. 
·	A concerned resident who saw a teenager sleeping in front of the Brookville Market called in the sixth incident.  When the Police arrived, the young man had already left the area.
·	A house on Quincy Street was egged during the night: the Police noticed the results and reported the incident.

Cpl. Tiedemann reported that the CCV was down one police person and may not be able to give Martin’s Additions the full one hundred and twenty contracted hours each month.

A suggestion was made that during the hours of 10:00am to 2:00pm the police should drive through the Village as well as conduct traffic control.  All Council members who attended the meeting agreed to the change.
 
 


II.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 
The minutes of January 2006 were APPROVED.

III.	CITIZENS CONCERNS

Ms. Shott raised a concern about the parking of construction vehicles working at 3408 Raymond Street, which was blocking her car.  Ms. Shott called Mr. Rastatter who called the developer to warn him he would call the police.  The police said it was illegal for the trucks to block driveways or the street.

Ms. Liebman raised concerns about the builders not protecting the trees and that one-third of the trees are damaged.

Mr. Ewing suggested that police information be sent to citizens of Martin’s Additions by e-mail, or by flyers, or that the information be put in the newsletter.  He also suggested we could join CCV’s e-mail group to be notified of incidents that occurred in the area.

Ms. Fattig raised a concern about the new homes that are being built and the direction in which the Village is going in the area of development.  She felt that the new houses should be in keeping with the neighborhood.  Mr. Rastatter said that nothing could be done about the design of the house as long as the house is in line with the setback, height and “footprint” rules.

Ms. Fleming had concerns about the height of the new houses; she asked if there was a height restriction policy on the State level, and if so when was it passed and if it was retroactive.

Ms. Chernick stated that in this age of conservation, height should be of concern to all citizens.

Mr. Rastatter addressed the concern about height restrictions by telling the group that a new County  “Height Limitation Policy” has been in effect since last December.  The Council has no power with respect to what types of homes can be built or the scale of the house.

Ms. Metzger told the Council that Section three has its own setback law and the authority to enforce it.

Ms. Sottile asked if Martin’s Additions setback laws can be put in the newsletter in the coming months.

Ms. Fattig, having met with the National Park and Planning Commission, said that naming a creek in the Village would not stop the development of the land by the creek, as it is not a factor.

·	Ms. King asked if it is possible to get a “Plot Size” study done on VMA properties and Ms. Sottile asked if also a “Changing of Percentage of Lot Size Coverage” study be done at same time.

·	Mr. Rastatter brought up the “Pipe Stem” properties, where two homes would be built on the same property front to back with a shared driveway.  Mr. Price guessed the houses on the north side of Raymond Street could possibly be “Pipe Stemmed”.

·	Ms. King brought up the realtor’s sign permit.  Ms. Trudeau will look into other municipalities and see how they handle this type of permit and report the findings to the Council.

·	Mr. Rastatter and Allison Schwartz have updated the VMA building permit application to clarify its requirements.

·	Ms. King was concerned about the hiring of a new Village Manager without the citizens’ input.  She felt that the citizens pay the salary of the Manager and should be involved with the process and the new direction in which the Village is going.  Mr. Mann said the Council was trying to unburden the Manager with the 24/7 calls and also wants to develop a more professional atmosphere with the new office.  Ms. Trudeau asked, “what was wrong with the old model” and why weren’t the residents informed about the change until it came out in the newsletter.

·	Ms. Metzger asked if the Council could have an open forum.  Mr. Rastatter said that the meeting in June when the elections take place would be the right time to have the open forum.  Others said it should take place earlier.   
  

IV.	TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Council APPROVED the Treasurer’s report for January 2006.  The Village is forty percent ahead of last year's revenues at this time.  The past month brought in $100,000 in income and expenditures are under budget by $52,000.  Mr. Price reported that April and May will be expensive,  with work to be done on trees and the paving of Shepherd Street. 

V.	VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Rastatter felt that the February and March newsletters should be combined, since it will not be published until late in the month; this would bring the newsletter into a schedule of coming out before the Council meeting in the middle of the month.

Ms. Schwartz reported that the phone was not working properly and that messages were not returned.  The phones hopefully will be in complete working order on February 16, 2006.

Ms. Schwartz asked for a budget for the Village Manager.  Mr. Price said to meet with him to discuss her budget and a credit card for Village purchases.   

VI.	ASSISTANT VILLAGE MANAGER’S REPORT

Ms. Baugh thanked everyone for their help with the Winter Party, held at LaFerme on February 12.  She said it was very successful and that everyone who attended enjoyed it immensely.  


VII.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Tree Ordinance - Ms. Fleming said that the TCC Tree Ordinance does not permit a resident to prune or cut down a mature tree without a permit from the Village.  Exceptions are: a dead or weak tree, or one that is leaning over too far and that may cause damage.  Any tree that is cut down must be replaced.  Fine for not adhering to regulations is one thousand dollars.  Residents can appeal the ruling to a TCC tree committee.

Mr. Price proposed to re-establish the Tree Advisory Committee with Cris Fleming, Debbie Metzger and Roberta Liebman on the committee.  They will recruit other members to help establish a Village of Martin's Additions tree policy. Ms. Liebman also suggested that the forming of the committee be put in the March newsletter.

Shepherd Street Paving Project – Mr. Rastatter hired a firm to do a core analysis of Shepherd Street, which cost $10,000.  Their estimate for paving of the street is approximately $163,000.  The council said to contact five or six firm for bids for the project.

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS

FEMA - Mr. Rastatter received information from FEMA about VMA applying for this flood insurance program.  After looking over the information, the Council decided to send a polite "no" to FEMA. 

Ride-on-Bus on Brookville Road- Mr. Rastatter said that questionnaires had been sent out to the residents 1999 and that residents had been strongly supportive. He said Martin's Additions should support with it conditions at the County’s public meeting on February 23, 2006. 

IX.	ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:00p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for March 15, 2006 at Burr Residential Properties, 7109 Brookville Road.


Allison Schwartz
Village Manager

